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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 2 and 6-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Anderson (US 6,020,920). 

[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1, Anderson discloses an electronic camera comprising: an 
image capturing device that performs photoelectric conversion on a subject image 
formed by a photographic optical system and outputs image data (Figure 2, Item 224); 
an image display device that displays an image based upon image data (Figure 3, Item 
402); a first storage device achieving a first access speed and storing image data output 
from the image capturing device (Figure 3, Item 346; c. 5, II. 34-59); a second storage 
device achieving a second access speed lower than the first access speed (c. 12, II. 50- 



Application/Control Number: 09/497,474 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2612 

53; The examiner notes that for a caching system as described by Anderson to be 
beneficial if the speed of the removable media 354 is a hindrance as described, the 

access speed of the DRAM 346 must be faster) and storing image data output from the 
first storage device (c. 9, II. 30-42); the first storage device storing or "holding" the image 
data output from the image capturing device even after the image data has been output 
from the first storage device to the second storage device (e.g. Figures 13-15; The 
examiner notes that a s currently written, the claim does not require the data to be 
maintained without deletion in the first storage device. During the reproduction mode of 
Anderson, the image data is read out from the second storage device to the first storage 
device DRAM 346 (i.e. stored or held in the first storage device) for decompression and 
display. This inherently occurs "after the image data has been output from the first 
storage device to the second storage device" as claimed); and a control device that 
makes a decision as to whether or not image data for display are present in the first 
storage device when an image reproduction mode for display an image based upon the 
image data at the image display device is set (Figures 13-15; c, 14, 1. 22 - c. 17, 1. 4), 
displays at the image display device an image based upon image data read from the 
first storage device if the image data for display are present in the first storage device 
(Figure 15, Step 942), and displays at the image display device an image based upon 
image data read from the second storage device if the image data for display are not 
present in the first storage device (Figure 15, Steps 944 and 946). 
[claim 2] 
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Regarding clainn 2, the first storage device (DRAM 346) of Anderson is a volatile 
storage device and the second storage device (removable memory 354) is a non- 
volatile storage device (c.4, 1. 67 - c. 5, 1. 3). 
[claim 6] 

Regarding claim 6, Anderson discloses an electronic camera comprising: an 
image capturing device that performs photoelectric conversion on a subject image 
formed by a photographic optical system and outputs image data (Figure 2, Item 224); 
an image display device that displays an image based upon image data (Figure 3, Item 
402); a temporary storage device that temporarily stores image data output from the 
image capturing device (Figure 3, Item 346; c. 5, II. 34-59); an image storage device 
that stores image data output from the first storage device (c. 9, 11. 30-42) and holds the 
data even when power to the image processing apparatus is turned off (c, 4, 1. 67 - c. 5, 
I. 3); the temporary storage device storing or "holding" the image data output from the 
image capturing device even after the image data has been output from the temporary 
storage device to the image storage device (e.g. Figures 13-15; The examiner notes 
that a s currently written, the claim does not require the data to be maintained without 
deletion in the first storage device. During the reproduction mode of Anderson, the 
image data is read out from the second storage device to the temporary storage device 
DRAM 346 (i.e. stored or held in the temporary storage device) for decompression and 
display. This inherently occurs "after the image data has been output from the first 
storage device to the second storage device" as claimed); a reproduction mode setting 
device that sets a reproduction mode for displaying an image based upon image data 
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stored in the innage storage device at the image display device (c. 7, II. 5-32) and a 
control device that makes a decision as to whether or not image data for display are 
present in the temporary storage device when an image reproduction mode for display 
an image based upon the image data at the image display device is set (Figures 13-15; 
c. 14, 1. 22 - c. 17, 1. 4), displays at the image display device an image based upon 
image data read from the temporary storage device if the image data for display are 
present in the temporary storage device (Figure 15, Step 942), and displays at the 
image display device an image based upon image data read from the image storage 
device if the image data for display are not present in the image storage device (Figure 
15, Steps 944 and 946). 
[claim 7] 

Regarding claim 7, the examiner notes that for a caching system as described by 
Anderson to be beneficial if the speed of the removable media 354 is a hindrance as 
described, the access speed of the DRAM 346 must be faster (i.e. the access time must 
be lower), 
[claim 8] 

Regarding claim 8, the first storage device of Anderson holds the image data 
output from the image capturing device to be overwritten (Figures 14A-14B; c. 15, II. 18- 
41; c. 15, 1. 63 - c. 16, 1. 17). As the user scrolls through the stored images, the images 
in the first storage device of Anderson will be ovenA/ritten to make room for new images, 
[claim 9] 
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Regarding claim 9, the first storage device overwrites oldest image data witli 
most recent image data wtien the first storage device has become full for storing image 
data (Figure 14A, c. 15, II. 18-29). As the user scrolls in one direction as described 
oldest image data (i.e. data which was written to the speculation buffers 850 at the 
oldest time) will be overwritten by new data (i.e. most recent data) as required, 
[claim 10] 

Regarding claim 10, the temporary storage device of Anderson holds the image 
data output from the image capturing device to be overwritten (Figures 14A-14B; c. 15, 
II. 18-41; c. 15, 1. 63 - c. 16, 1. 17). As the user scrolls through the stored images, the 
images in the temporary storage device of Anderson will be overwritten to make room 
for new images, 
[claim 11] 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the temporary storage device overwrites oldest image data 
with most recent image data when the temporary storage device has become full for 
storing image data (Figure 14A, c. 15, II. 18-29). As the user scrolls in one direction as 
described oldest image data (i.e. data which was written to the speculation buffers 850 
at the oldest time) will be overwritten by new data (i.e. most recent data) as required. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant Is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply Is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action Is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 , 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J Henn whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8327 or (571) 272-7310 after 28 February 2005. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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